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SUBJECT: POLITICAL AMBITIONS OF DR. CHRISTIAN BARNARD 

1 . DURING RECENT DINNER IN HIS HONOR, DR. CHRISTIAN 
BARNARD DREW ME ASIDE TO EXPLAIN THAT SOME SIX OR SEVEN 
SOUTH AFRICAN NATIONALS WERE PRISONERS OF WAR IN ANGOLA. 

AN ATTRACTIVE, INTENSE AND SOMEWHAT FERVENT MAN, DR. 

BARNARD EXPRESSED HIS CONFIDENCE THAT WERE HE ONLY ABLE 
TO SIT DOWN WITH PRIME MINISTER CASTRO HE WOULD CONVINCE 
HIM TO RELEASE THE PRISONERS. SINCE HE (DR. BARNARD) 

WAS NOW SO CLOSE TO CUBA FOR A FEW DAYS, HE WONDERED 
WHETHER I COULD ASSIST HIM IN HIS PROJECT TO VISIT CASTRO. 

I REPLIED THAT ALTHOUGH THE U.S. WAS SIGNALING ITS INTEREST 
IN NORMALIZING RELATIONS WITH CUBA, ACHIEVEMENT 
OF OUR GOAL WAS HIGHLY UNLIKELY DURING THE TIME OF HIS 
STAY IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. DR. BARNARD PERSISTED 
THAT THE SPANISH AMBASSADOR. ALSO PRESENT AT THE DINNER, 

HAD SUGGESTED THAT HE SEND CASTRO A CABLE REQUESTING THE 
INTERVIEW. I REPLIED THAT SINCE THE SPANISH AMBASSADOR 
HAD SERVED IN CUBA PRIOR TO ARRIVING IN SANTO DOMINGO, 

HE WAS IN A BETTER POSITION THAN I TO OFFER ADVICE ON 
THE MATTER. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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2. 1 ASKED DR. BARNARD WHAT HIS GOVERNMENT WAS DOING TO 
OBTAIN THE RELEASE OF THE PRISONERS. HE REPLIED THAT HE 
HAD NOT DISCUSSED THE MATTER WITH HIS GOVERNMENT. HE 
CONFIDED THAT HE PLANNED TO ENTER SOUTH AFRICAN POLITICS 
(HE HAD JUST PUBLISHED A POLITICAL TREATISE, HE SAID), 

BUT FAME AS A HEART SURGEON WAS INSUFFICIENT BASIS FOR 
WIDESPREAD POLITICAL SUPPORT. IF HE WERE SUCCESSFUL IN 
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OBTAINING RELEASE OF THE PRISONERS, HOWEVER, HE CONTINUED, 

HIS STOCK WOULD BE CONSIDERABLE ENHANCED. I CHANGED THE 
SUBJECT. 

HURWITCH 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOREIGN RELATIONS, POLITICAL PRISONERS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 18-Feb-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977SANT000803 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770059-0692 
Format: TEL 

From: SANTO DOMINGO 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770226/aaaaaxlo.tel 

Line Count: 66 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: e2947cc4-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 18-Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3280118 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: POLITICAL AMBITIONS OF DR. CHRISTIAN BARNARD 
TAGS: PINT, DR, SF, (BARNARD, CHRISTIAN) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/e2947cc4-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



